; 
DIRECT EDITION 


+ 
e 
a 
E 
q 
« 


FANTASY DEATHS 


IER 


Having battered and bludgeoned his way 
out of Nu Grazi prison (in the West Af- 
rican republic of Kuanga) at the behest 
of A.M. (Advanced Idea Mechanics) 
Senior Scientist Varina Goddard, Death’s 
Head—his own, formative (Uni-Powered) 
personality currently in abeyance—finds 
his way to France, and a chateau occu- 
pied by a cell of former A.I.M. personnel 
now loyal only to Varina. 


Anxious to prevent the signing of an 
A.I.M./U.N. treaty that would legitimize 
the former terrorist organization (and, 
in the process, derail Varina’s efforts to 
rebuild her own shattered body via a con- 
troversial nanogene), Varina’s operatives 
have Death’s Head prepped and ready to 
assassinate the U.N. Secretary General in 
Geneva. 


But, having discovered that Ray 
Hidalgo—the neutral observer assigned 
to oversee the decommissioning of her 
nanogene—is not so neutral after all, and 
is in fact working for G.E.1.S.T. (Global 
Enforcement/Intelligence © Symposium 
Taskforce), Varina prepares to initiate 
something of an interim assignment for 
the former alien killing machine. 


AND IN OUR SECOND TALE... 
Another UNTOLD TALE OF THE NEW 
UNIVERSE! 


In one of her earliest missions, Jenny 
Swensen, a.k.a. SPITFIRE, travels to 
Chernobyl to save the doomed victims of 
a nuclear power plant meltdown! 
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SIGNING JUST TWO 
DAYS OFF NOW, WE'RE ALL 
WORKING PRETTY, MUCH 
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CLOCK. IS. 
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PERHAPS IT'S ESCAPED YOUR ATTENTION, BUT IN 
A LITTLE UNDER FORTY-EIGHT HOURS, U.N. SECRETARY- 
GENERAL OKUDA AND THE A.I.M.* SUPRREME eclenier 
WILL BE SAT OVER THERE, POISED TO SIGN POSSIBLY 
THE MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATY IN THE 
LAST CENTURY. 
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WRONG, IT'S MY ASS 
IN A SLING, HENCE THE 
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THE JIGSAW, PAINSTAKINGLY 
ASSEMBLED FROM COUNTLESS 
SOURCES WITHIN THE METAFRAME, 
IS ALMOST COMPLETE. 


FROM THE FIRST INTERNAL, 
RUMBLINGS OF A POSSIBLE 
DEAL WITH THE UNITED 

NATIOI 


THE PLAN, OVER A YEAR IN 

THE MAKING, NOW POIS! (OURS 
FROM TOTAL SUCCESS: 
CATASTROPHIC FAILUI 


T HAVE CLOSED ALL EXTERNAL 
LINES OF COMMUNICATION. THE 
EURO-HUB IS SEALED. TO 

COMMUNICATE HIS FINDINGS, 


MR: 
HIPALGO... 
+I HAVE DECIDED 
TO SHARE WITH YOU 
THIS ORGANIZATION'S 
MOST DETAILED FINPINGS 

ON THE DEATH'S HEAD 
CYBERNETIC ORGANISM. YOU 
EXPRESSED CONSIPERABLE 
INTEREST WHEN LAST WE 
DISCUSSED THIS 
MATTER. 


I-I'D LIKE THAT. 
THANK YOU. FROM WHAT 
I SAW, IT APPEARS TO BE A 
QUITE EXTRAORDINARILY 
SOPHISTICATED VARIATION. 


Bj GOOP, GOOD. 
= YOU'VE BEEN 
WORKING HARD, 
MR. HIPALGO. 
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THE CHERNOBYL NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT, APRIL 26TH, 
4586, SITUATED NEAR THE 
BELARUS-UKRAINE BORDER 
ON THE RIVER PRIPYAT. THE NEARBY TOUN OF 
PRIPYAT WAS BUILT To 
ACCOMMODATE THE POWER 
STATION EMPLOYEES. AT THE 
TIME. OF THE ACCIDENT, 

45 000 PEOPLE CALLED 

IT THEIR HOME. 


THE RBMK REACTOR 
'S DESTABILIZING! WHO 
AUTHORIZED THIS? I TOLD 
YOU TO USE A MINIMUM, 
OF THIRTY RODS DURING 
“THERE ARE ONLY Six. 
DIMITRI, WE'RE 
EXPERIENCING A RAPID\. OR ElGliT AT MOST 


UNCONTROLLABLE 
POWER INCREASEI 


THE WATER COOLAN’ 
SYSTEM IS DOWN! CALL 
THE KGB! WE MUST 
EVACUATE THE AREA 
WITHIN AT LEAST A 
HUNDRED AND FIFTY 
MILE RADIUS. 


THERE'S 
NO TIME! 


es Co OEAN 
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WITHIN FRACTIONS OF A 


SECOND, THE POWER LEVEL 
AND CORE TEMPERATURE 
ESCALATED, THE REACTOR 
BURNED OUT OF CONTROL. 


THE 1000-TONNE Sraiore oa oN 
REACTOR 4 WAS BLOWN 0) 

TEMPERATURES OF OVER "x00", 

THE FUEL RODS MELTED. THE 

GRAPHITE COVERING OF THE REACTOR. 
THEN IGNITED. IN THE ENSUING i 
THE RADIOACTIVE FISSION PRODUCT: 
RELEASED DURING THE CORE MEL Town 
WERE SUCKED UP INTO 

THE ATMOSPHERE. 
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HORRIBLE MUSIC. 


IT’S NOT 
HORRIBLE, DAD. 
IT'S KENNY 
LOGGINS! 


OFF NOW! 


JUST OBSERVE THE SITUATION. 
YOU'RE ILLEGALLY INSIDE SOVIET 
AIRSPACE ANP THE LAST THING 
I WANT IS MY ONLY CHILD SHOT 
DOWN BY A RUSSIAN-- 


you 
BUILT THE 
MAX ARMOR 
TO HELP 
PEOPLE. 


RUSSIANS OR 
NOT, THOSE PEOPLE 
DOWN THERE NEED 
MY HELPI 


THE M.A.X. ARMOR, MARK 1, A MODEL 
APPLICATION OF pe les Pe TIC 
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un if NS ESIENED AS THE ULTIMATE 
TECHNOLOGICAL TOOL, pace ALLOWS 
HUMANS TO WORK SAFELY 

ANY ENVIRONMENT. 
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JENNY, I HAVE NO IDEA IF THE 
MARK 1 CAN SHIELD YOU FROM 
THE KINP OF RADIATION LEVELS 


I SAID, TEST IT IN 
A CONTROLLED 
ENVIRONMENT, NOT 

IN A RUSSIAN 


THE SENSORS ARE DETECTING. HOT ZONE! 


IT’S DOING A 
LOT MORE FOR ME 
THAN IT IS FOR THESE 
PEOPLE. YOU WANTED 
TO TEST THE SUIT... 
WELL, ral TESTING 


THE .A.X. ARMOR IS EQUIPPED WITH 
A MINIMUM ONE-HOUR AIR SUPPLY 
ENABLING THE PILOT TO WORK IN ANY 
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING 
UNDERWATER, IN THE STRATOSPHERE 
AND DEEP BENEATH THE PLANET'S 
SURFACE. 


IT’S TOO LATE, DAD, 

I’M NOT TURNING AROLIND. 
YOU BUILT THIS THING SO I 
TRUST YOU DIP IT TO THE 
BEST OF YOUR SUPER-GENIUS 
ABILITIES. IF YOU WANT TO 
CHASTISE ME CAN YOU AT 
LEAST WAIT UNTIL I 
GET HOME? 


YOU MEAN IF YOU GET 
HOME, I’M DETECTING 
MASSIVE RADIATION 
READINGS FROM THAT PROBABLY 
BUILDING, THE MAIN 
REACTOR WHERE 
THIS DISASTER 
STARTED. I'M 
GOING IN! 
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YOU SPEAK 
ENGLISH? 


IN A REACTOR, THE POWER LEVEL IS 
CONTROLLED BY RAISING AND LOUERING 
THE CONTROL RODS: THE Ft 

CONTROL RODS ARE POSITIONED. 
BETWEEN THE FUEL ELEMENTS, THE 
GREATER THE REACTOR POWER. 


“DIMITRI 
| DUROVICH." 
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SWENSEN, 


I DON’T 
THINK WE HAVE 
THAT OPTION! 


JENNY, THE PRIPYAT RIVER 
IS NEARBY, IS THERE ANY 
WAY TO TRANSPORT HIM? 


NEGATIVE, I DON'T THINK 
THE MAX SUIT CAN TAKE 
DIRECT CONTACT WITH HIM. 
HE'S BURNING TOO HOT. 


IDI 
TO X-RAY VISION. IF 
THERE'S A RIVER, 
THERE'S A 
POSSIBILITY. 
UNDERGROUND 


CONDUITS TO 
THE RIVER! 


HEY, 
WHAT’S YOUR 
NAME? 


HEAT FROM THE CORE OF A REACTOR 
IS ABSORBED BY COOLANT WATER, 
WHICH IS PRESSURIZED TO PREVENT. 
BOILING. THE HEATED WATER IS THEN 
USED TO PRODUCE STEAM TO DRIVE A 
TURBINE. ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF THE 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN OPERATION 
WORLDWIDE ARE PWRS. 


DIMITRI, THERE'S AN 


UNDERGROUND RIVER. 


I'M GOING TO COOL 
YOU DOWN, BUT 


iLL I 


NOW Al 
HAVE IS THE HOPE 
THAT THIS DISASTER 
SHOWS THE PEOPLE 
OF MY COUNTRY AND 
YOURS THE POTENTIAL 
DEVASTATION OF 
NUCLEAR WAR. 


THE REST OF THE 


MUST BLIRY ME | 
STONE ONCE I HAVE 
COOLED. 


AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK. 
I KNOW. WHAT'S THE POINT 
IN CREATING BETTER 
TECHNOLOGY TO HELP 
PEOPLE IF WE'RE NOT 
GOING TO LUISE IT? 


I’M NOT SURE 
MR. KROTZE 

WOULD HAVE 
APPROVED. 


YEAH, WELL, 
KROTZE ISN'T 
WHAT I'D CALL A 
PING 
PLE IS SELLING 
THEM WEAPONS. / 


PLEASE PROMISE 
ME THAT YOU'LL NEVER 
LET HIM USE THE MAX 
ARMOR FOR DEFENSE 
CONTRACTING. 
YOU'RE SO 
RECKLESS. YOU'RE 
A DAMN SPITFIRE. 
YOU KNOW 
THAT? 


WHAT WAS 
I SUPP 
TO DO, DAD? 


HE'D HAVE TO. 
DO IT OVER MY DEAD 
BODY. NOW, COME ON 


AND HELP ME RLIN 
DIAGNOSTICS ON 
THE SUIT. A 


THE, END) 


